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Background

The Barwon Regional Adolescent and Child Health Share-Care (BRANCHS) clinic is
a new public General Paediatric service, based at Barwon Health (University
Hospital and / or other sites) for children and families within the Geelong region.
We help young people under 18 years with a wide range of health and
developmental challenges.

Our service operates using a shared-care model. This means that the paediatric
team will work closely with your GP to help manage your health care. Most
children will only need to see the paediatric team once or twice before being
referred back to their GP to continue their care. If your care needs are more
complex, we may recommend intermittent ongoing reviews in the BRANCHS
clinic to support you and your GP for a longer time.

We may also seek your consent to work other supports and services you
nominate (this may include other health providers, school, disability, cultural,
gender or welfare services etc)

At the time of discharge, the BRANCHS team will stay in close contact with your
GP and can see you again if needed.

What happens in the clinic?

All children attending the clinics will see a paediatric medical doctor. Our clinics
are multidisciplinary so you may also see a nurse, social worker, or other allied
health professional. After we have seen you we will contact your GP (and any
other professionals involved) and discuss the next steps.
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We may not see you

If we review your referral and identify a more suitable option (e.g. allied
health, surgical, subspecialist), then we will help you find the most
suitable service.

How do we get an appointment and will it cost anything?

Ask your GP for a referral to the Barwon Regional Adolescent and Child Health
Share-Care (BRANCHS) clinic. They will send us a letter and we'll contact you.
You will speak to a doctor or nurse over the phone first. This helps to make sure
we have as much information as possible before your appointment. Thisis a
public service so thereis no charge for any appointment at the BRANCHS clinic.
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